Regular Meeting of the President and Board of Trustees
Wednesday 03/26/2025 at 7:02 pm

Officials: Mayor Thomas A. Brown, Administrator Lazuka and Clerk Elsey

Roll Call: Trustees Kearns, Ewan, Forte, Wideman and Ortiz were present, Trustee Johnson
was absent.

Also present: PD Chief R. Janich, PD Dep. Chief M. Tuley, FD Chief Kevin Welsh, FD Dep.
Chief Grant Mills, PW Dir. B. King,
V. McGathey, P. Phalen, R. Flores, J. Kaczmarek, J. Hale, D. Steiber, L. Dutka,
L. McAliley, P. Newton, S. Sokolowski, J. White, S. Connelly, J. O’Brien, H.
Kearns, M. Fernandez, J. Murry, R. Sinwelski

Invocation & Pledge: Mayor Brown asked for a moment of silent prayer for former
Village Clerk Helen Minnis, who recently passed away. Mayor Brown then led the assembly in
the Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America.

Minutes: Trustees Ortiz and Wideman motioned to approve the minutes of the 2/26/2025
regular meeting. All trustees present were in favor. Motion carried.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:
Trustee Kearns and Ortiz motioned to open this segment of the meeting to the public. All
trustees present were in favor. Motion carried.

S. Sokolowski asked about unsold properties and zoning. L. McAliley asked to update
website with board meeting dates. J. Murry complained about water in basement, asked
about more benches in the park and proposed a committee to upgrade park. M. Fernandez
stated HW Disposal fence is leaning on garage at 1522 174" and asked about handicap
doors. L. Dutka questioned sidewalk repair, additional stop signs, tree blocking culvert.

CLOSE TO THE PUBLIC: There being no other comments to come before the Board,
Trustees Wideman and Ortiz made the motion to CLOSE this segment of the meeting.
All trustees present were in favor. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF THE VILLAGE OFFICIALS
Mayor:

1) Mayor Brown presented the Ordinance that was discussed at a previous
meeting amending zoning code M Limited Manufacturing Special Uses not
allow Motor Vehicle Repair Business. Trustees Ortiz and Wideman motioned
to adopt Ordinance. Roll Call: All Trustees present voted aye. Motion carried.

2) Mayor Brown presented an Ordinance approving the signing of a Promissory
Note pursuant to the Redevelopment Agreement with Homewood and Wind



Creek. Trustees Ortiz and Ewan motioned to adopt Ordinance. Roll Call: All
Trustees present voted aye. Motion carried.

3) Mayor Brown stated the Hotel is planning to be open on April 11 and the
casino will be open 24/7 beginning March 28. Fire Chief Walsh presented
that the local Fire Departments will be conducting on-site training sessions at
the hotel. Wind Creek purchased 24 UHF radios for the fire department to
enhance communication efficiency.

Village Clerk: No Report

Administrator:

1) Approval is requested for back-up generator gas line to be installed in the
Public Safety Building. Three bids were received, and it is recommended to
accept the bid from Aleck Plumbing. Trustees Ortiz and Kearns motioned to
accept the bid. Roll Call: All Trustees present voted aye. Motion carried.

2) Approval is requested for renewal of the Police Department Evidence Storage
contract for body cams. Trustees Ortiz and Wideman motioned to renew
contract. Roll Call: All Trustees present voted aye. Motion carried.

3) Approval is requested for renewal of Blue Cross Blue Shield insurance at the
3% increased rate. Trustees Wideman and Kearns motioned to renew
contract. Roll Call: All Trustees present voted aye. Motion carried.

4) Approval of Donut Shop Lease at the cafe. Trustees Ortiz and Kearns motion
to renew contract. Roll Call: All Trustees present voted aye. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:
Streets: No report

Finance / License: Trustees Wideman and Ortiz motioned to pay all bills on the Claims
Sheets dated 3/12/2025 in the amount of $129,097.56 and 3/26/2025 in the

amount of $101,175.15 for a grand total of $230,272.71. Roll Call: All trustees
present voted aye. Motion carried.

Signs: Trustee Kearns stated he had a committee meeting on the signs and will have a
proposal on the agenda at the next meeting.

Health / Safety: No Report
Water/Sewer: No Report

Police / Fire: Trustee Ortiz had one Police Report for the month of February. This report
will be on file in the Clerk’s office.



Old Business: Mayor Brown gave an update on projects presently going on. 172" Street path
improvements preliminary designs have been complete and are ready to be viewed by the
Village. Lathrop lift station construction is going on for the pump and detention pond.
Center Street resurfacing project bids were far over engineers’ estimate. SSMMA
Transportation Group has approved to fund the increase. Project covering Lathrop
Avenue ditch went out to bid and it was far over engineers bid. Army Corps did not
award the contract. Project will be rebid and additional grant funding sought.

Mayor Brown reminded all elected officials to file the Statement of Economic Interest
before May.

New Business: Trustee Kearns stated different properties on 175 Street and 171 Street with
equipment that should be removed. Mayor Brown directed the Property Maintenance
Director to look into it. Trustee Kearns also stated that April 23 they will be delivering a
check in the amount of $5,000 donated by Wind Creek to the Manteno Veterans Home
and that they are still looking for donations. Wind Creek also sent a $7,000 donation to
PADS at St. John Neumann.

Trustee Forte presented the Chicago Southland Visitors guide that is available in the
Village Hall. She stated the School District 152%: has their monthly meetings are held
across from Police Station. She also reminded residents to get their library card at the
Thornton Library that can be used throughout the RAIL system.

Executive Session: Trustees Wideman and Ortiz made the motion to go into Executive Session
to discuss Union Contract Negotiations and Personnel. All trustees present were in favor.
Motion carried.

Reconvene to Regular Session: Trustees Kearns and Ewan made the motion to return to regular
session. All trustees present were in favor. Motion carried.

Adjournment: Trustees Ortiz and Wideman made the motion to adjourn. All trustees present
were in favor. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:23 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Monica Elsey,
Village Clerk




